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1. Name
tristorlc Noble County Sheriff 's Residencfq a_n_d

and/or common 0l d Jai I Museum

Jai I

2. Loeatiem
srreet & numb€r l'lest Main Street at Oak Street N/3,- not for publlcatlon

city, tort n Al bi on N/n- vicinity of rc*E+ssie*"Welot

Indiana __!eq1____0]8 county Nob'l p code ll3

3. Glassifica8ion

X uuilatngls; X private

- 
structure 

- 
both

Category

- 
district

- 
site

- 
object

Ownership

- 
public

Status
X occupied

- 
unoccupied

- 
work in progress

Accessible
X y"", restricted

- 
yes: unrestricted

_no

Present Use

- 
agriculture

- 
commercial

- 
educational

- 
enteriainmenl

- 
government

- 
industrial

- 
military

X museum

- 
park

- 
private residence

- 
religious

- 
scientific

- 
transportation

- 
other:

Public Acquisition

- 
in process

N/ff'nn 
ennsidered

Nobl e County H'istor j cal Society

street & number P.0. Box 'l 52

city, lown Albion NIA vicinity of state Ind'iana 46701

5. LocatEon of LeEal DescriPtion
courthouse, registry ol deeds, etc. Nobl e County Recorder

street & number Noble County Courthouse

Al bjon srate Indi anaclty, totvn

6. Representatiq*m in Existing Surveys

!1A has this property been defermined eligible? *-- yes -I no

federal state

state

county - local

deposltory for survey records N/A

clty, town



Gonditlon

-L excellent

- 
g*ocl

- 
lalr

Check one

- 
deterioraled -. unallered

- 
rulns .-X- altered

- 
unexposed

Gheck onc
X - original site

- 
moved oate 

--.[VA-

Dercrlbg tha preeent and orlginal lil knownl physical sppearanc.
The 01d Sheriff,s Residence and Jaii'ii tocated one b'lock west of the Noble county court-

house (National id;;;;;,-isqii,-ino predates, the courthouse by 13 vears. The structure
.is, accoroing to ii1 avuilab'le inio.*ition, the oldest surviving building in Albion'

The res'idence is a red br"ick stretcher bond structure of twoandone-half stories' with

French second Emp-ire mass.ing ana-"o;i, b;t l,uit|, ooir,ic detai'ling.. .The main (south)

facade.is three [uvi *jd., ihu i.ni.r'bay being a s]ightly projectihg, three-story tower.

This center bay.oi'iuint i douule-door entrance under-an ornate canopy.. A?qYt this, at

the second story, i.. piired winoo*, w'ith rudor arches, with metal hood molding in the

shape of a flat'irch with a centrit-p"u[. The third tio.y wjndow of the tower is a Gothic

arch w.ith matching-rrooo molding. Abbve this, at the cornice level ' are ornate Gothic-

arched corbelring"ano-triii cidneliiiont, a'lio of piuit.d metal. fne front corners of

the tower are graced by two smal'l turrets, one of wnich features a spire and weathervane'

The remainder of the square residence has Tudor-arched wjndows with flat hoads on the

ground floor; rouna-arin.a windows with Gothtc-arcr,"a hood molding on the second floor; and

Goth.ic-arched dormers with ga'o1eo-roots set into the sjate mansard roof. The residence

also has stone quoins at each.o.n.r, wrricn terminii.-in corbelled, Gothic-arched detail-

ing at the cornii.. 
-ft'. corni." ii irimmea witfr ih" tu*" metal detai'ling found on the

tower. centered-on the roof is a 1ow lantern' or cupola'

The rectangular ja.i'l portron of the structure is attached to the rear (north) of the

res.idence and is two stories tali.- A simptified v;i;i;; of the same cdrnice found on the

res jdence js continued on gre iiii (iee pi'roto #3). Jai'l openings are. simPlet-stone-

tr.immed rectangles wjth bars. The uppel rear..oin..i of the iail feature meta'l tourelles,

and a lantern-tjke structure i, l.niLl.d on the-.iag. of the-gabled roof (see photo #4)'

Alterations to the structure itself have been very minor". .A small roof was placed over

the back door and steps to the irreriff's residence in upp.o*imately 1930, and a second set

of bars were added to the celt winoowi iottowing-in'.r.ib. in 1889-. The primary altera-

tjon was the removal of two chimneys located iuit-uenind'the front tower' Although no

record exists of when the chimneys were r"*ov.d, mate.ials'used in the alteration appear

to be at least 50 years o1d. iht-oniv remainifs alterations consist of the usual minor

arterations requjred for the inliuiriiion of er6ciricar wiring and modern plumbing'

The grounds i ncl ude several 1 arge -trees,..a .garaqe^that. was.lol:tructed between 1 936 and

1938, and a rtonl-..i.irirg *iri-ti.ing'uuii ani Oak Streets that was constructed between

.1932 
and 

.'935, *itn prison6rs provid'ing some of the labor.



8. Signif icanee
Pcriod

-_ 
prehlstorlc

_ 1400-1499
_ 150G-1599
_ 1600-1699
_ 1700-1799

X raoo-rggg
_ 190S-

- 
archeology-prehistoric

- 
archeology-historic

o agricullure
4 architecture

- 
art

_ commerce

- 
communlcatlons

-. community planning
-, -- conservalion

- 
economics

-- education

--- engineering

- 
exploration'settlemenl

- 
industry

- 
invention

Arear of Slgniflcence*Check and jurlily below
landscapearchitecture -.religion
law -.--- gcience

-- literafure ,-- sculpture
'- milltary -- socieli

- 
muslc humanitarian ,

-- philosophy 
-_ 

theater

- 
politics/government 

-transportation
- 

other (specify)

Tol an

3tatemont ol Slgnltlcance {fiiltrf,tp$tfffittlk

The Albion 0ld Jail Museum is of great significance in several respects. It is a rare
illustration of what a lgth century jail was like. In addition, jt js of great local
historical significance to both the Town of Albion and Noble County. However, the greatest
area of significance is architectural. The front portion of the bui'lding, or Sheriff's
residence, features the basic p1an, proportjons and roofing of the French Second Empire
sty1e. These elements are combined with Gothic detail and decoration on the entire struc-
ture. The resulting architectural effect'is unique within the surrounding region, and is
certajnly one of the most outstanding examples of eclectjcism in the state.

The Old Jail Museum was the second county jail located in Albion. The county seat was
moved to Albion in 1846, at whr'ch t'ime a frame bu'ilding was constructed for use as the
county jail. The original jail was found to be unsatisfactory and the new jail was built
on a different site in 1875. The bui'lding was used con:rnirously for 93 years as the oldjail and the Sheriff's residence. ln 1968 a new jail was completed and the old jail was
p'laced on public auctrlon. The Noble County H'istorical Society purchased the build'ing
and converted'it r'nto a museum for county relics and as an example of a 19th century
jai I house.

The 0ld Ja'il offers a very high degree of archjtectural integrity. Every major architec-
tural element remains unchanged since the building vlas constructed. The high integrity
is also malntajned in the interior of the building. Especially notable is the cell area,
which features the original bars and facilities.



9. Major Bibliographieal References
Holcomb, T.C. .The Noble County Historical Socie!1 and

t',toUl e County HI storical-56-cTetv]975
"0l d Ja'i l Museum" . Al bi on :
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Yerbat boundary deecription andiustilication The nominated property occupies town lots 89 and 90.
The property is l3Z' x .|32' in size and is bounded on the south by West Main Street and on
the west by North Oak Street. The property is cutlined in orange on the enclosed Albion
Quad USGS Map.

List all states and eounties for properties overlapping stale or county boundaries

N/A county

county code

I 1. Form Prepared By

name/title Joseph E1y, Land Use Planner

organization Region III-A Development Comrnjssjon Septernber, l98l

streer & number I 19 West Mi tchel I telephone 219/347 -4714

clty or town Kenda'llville Indiana 4675;

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated signilicance ol this property within the state is:

- 
national

--f, 
state 

- 
local

rttrc Indiana State Historic Preservati 1 Cer

For ilP$ uee oflly
I hcraby certlfy thet thlr proBerty lr Includad In tho Hstlonal Rsglstar

date '11-15-Bz

drtc

Keeper of the l{ationel @ister

Attest:
Chbf of Registration

drte
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